
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: February 8, 2026

BREAD OF LIFE
PAN DE VIDA
FAMILY OF PARISHES

Sacramental Emergency Line
937.272.4898

Church of the Holy Angels Campus
1322 Brown St, Dayton 45409
937.229.5911 | holyangelschurchdayton.org

Office Hours
Mondays–Fridays 9:00 am–4:00 pm

Holy Angels School
937.229.5959 | holyangelsdayton.org

St. Anthony of Padua Campus
820 Bowen St, Dayton 45410
Office: 1322 Brown St, Dayton 45409
937.253.9132 | stanthonydayton.org

Office Hours
Mondays–Fridays 9:00 am–4:00 pm

St. Mary Campus
310 Allen St, Dayton 45410
937.256.5633 | stmarydayton.org
stmaryparish@stmarydayton.org

Office Hours
Mondays–Fridays 9:00 am–3:00 pm

Subscribe to the e-bulletin
https://eva.us/bol

St. Helen Campus
605 Granville Pl, Riverside 45431
937.254.6233 | sthelenparish.org

Office Hours
Mondays–Thursdays 8:00 am–4:00 pm
Fridays 8:00 am–12:00 pm

St. Helen School
937.256.1761 | sainthelenschool.org

Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception Campus
2300 S. Smithville Rd, Dayton 45420
937.252.9919 | icparishdayton.org

Office Hours
Mondays–Thursdays 8:00 am–4:00 pm
Fridays 8:00 am–12:00 pm

Immaculate Conception School
937.253.8831 | icsdayton.org
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Schedule & Mass Intentions
The services below are in English unless otherwise specified. Refer to the other side of the bulletin for Masses and 
other services in Spanish. Please note that the priest schedule is tentative and subject to change and that the January 
priest schedule is pending.

WORSHIP, SACRAMENTS, &  PRAYER

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

4:30 pm Mass IC Fr. Len Wenke +Janie O’Bleness
5:00 pm Mass (Reconciliation at 4:00 pm) Holy Angels Fr. Satish Joseph
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 am Mass St. Anthony Fr. Satish Joseph Joseph Crago
9:00 am Mass (also livestreamed) St. Helen Fr. Jim Fitz +Colette Franks

9:45 am Mass (Reconciliation at 9:15 am) St. Mary Fr. Tony Geraci Christine Stoff; Helen Keane; 
Paul Stall, Sr.

10:45 am Mass Holy Angels Fr. Satish Joseph Nate Huber

11:00 am Mass (also livestreamed) IC Fr. Len Wenke Deceased members of the 
Middleton Family

5:00 pm Mass IC Fr. Satish Joseph +Francisco Catimbang
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
9:00 am Mass IC Fr. Len Wenke A special intention
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10: St. Scholastica
9:00 am Mass IC Fr. Satish Joseph +Antonio de la Merced

7:00 pm Liturgy of the Hours, Scripture 
Discussion, & Faith Sharing St. Anthony

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

9:00 am Mass IC Fr. Len Wenke +Broadway Family

6:00 pm Reconciliation, Adoration, & 
Anointing of the Sick St. Helen Fr. Len Wenke

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12

9:00 am Mass IC Fr. Satish Joseph +Ted Evers
9:00 am Mass with School Holy Angels Fr. Len Wenke

6:00 pm Reconciliation, Adoration, & 
Anointing of the Sick (Bilingual) IC Fr. Satish Joseph

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13

9:00 am Mass IC Fr. Len Wenke Phil Doepker, Robert J. Wagner, Jr., 
Jerry Glaser

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14: Sts. Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop

4:30 pm Mass IC Fr. Len Wenke +Fred “Sonny” Spang
5:00 pm Mass (Reconciliation at 4:00 pm) Holy Angels Fr. Ted Cassidy
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 am Mass St. Anthony Fr. Tony Geraci Brian Daly
9:00 am Mass (also livestreamed) St. Helen Fr. Len Wenke +Helen Hang Phung Shantz
9:45 am Mass (Reconciliation at 9:15 am) St. Mary Fr. Terry Schneider Phil Doepker, Ed Yauch
10:45 am Mass Holy Angels Fr. Jim Fitz Eric Marsh
11:00 am Mass (also livestreamed) IC Fr. Len Wenke +Dan and +Barbara Witt
1:00 pm Mass (Kinyarwanda) IC
5:00 pm Mass IC Fr. Satish Joseph A special intention

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join Us for Ash Wednesday, 
February 18!
• 6:30 am at St. Helen 

(Liturgy of the Word)
• 7:00 am at St. Anthony
• 8:00 am at Holy Angels (with UD and 

Holy Angels School)
• 9:00 am at Immaculate Conception (with 

school)
• 9:00 am at St. Helen (with school)
• 11:00 am at Holy Angels
• 12:00 pm at St. Helen
• 5:00 pm at Immaculate Conception
• 6:00 pm at St. Helen
• 7:00 pm at Holy Angels (with UD)
• 9:00 pm at Holy Angels (with UD)

WORSHIP, SACRAMENTS, &  PRAYER

Welcome to the Bread of 
Life Family of Parishes!
• Heriberto Hernandez & 

Maricela Garcia (SM)
• Erick Gabriel Campos &  

Charline Cascante (SM)
• Holly & Tyler Kluge (SH)
• Joseph Marx (SH)

Baptisms
Congratulations to all those who 
were baptized recently. May they 
continue to grow in Christ’s love.
• Ailany Giselle Mendoza (SM)

Rest in Peace
Funerals were held recently. Please 
keep them, their family, & friends 
in your prayers. May they rest in the 
eternal embrace of God.
• LaVelle Rhea (SH)
• Josephine Fischer (SM)
• Larry Shumway (IC)

To learn about 
Baptisms, 
• St. Mary: 937.256.5633 
• St. Helen: Deb Danner, deb.

danner@sthelenparish.org
• St. Anthony, Holy Angels, & 

Immaculate Conception: Will 
Marsh, willmarsh@icparishdayton.org

Baptism workshops (attending either 
one is required): 
• 2nd Sundays of the month: 9:30 am 

at Immaculate Conception. Register: 
tinyurl.com/IC-Baptism.

• 3rd Sundays of the month: 1:00 pm at 
St. Helen. Register: sthelenparish.org/
baptism.html.

To learn about 
Marriages and 
Convalidations: 
Contact the parish office. Weddings 
must be scheduled 9 months in advance.

Lent Activities
At the end of this English 
section (same page as 
the first ad page), see all 
the events and programs 
happening this Lenten 
season. You can cut out 
that part of the page and 
put it on your refrigerator, bulletin board, or other place as a 
reminder. 

Family Friendly Stations of the 
Cross
We will have two evenings of Family 
Friendly Stations of the Cross: 
• February 23 at 6:30 pm at St. Helen 

Church
• February 26 at 6:00 pm at Holy Angels 

Church. Pizza supper will follow in the 
Holy Angels School cafeteria. RSVP for 
the pizza by February 24 at www.tinyurl.
com/HAStations2026

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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More Than a Prayer 
A Lenten Series on the “Our Father” 
Presented by Fr. Satish Joseph, Ph.D.

The “Our Father” is more than just a prayer that Jesus taught his 
disciples. The prayer is also an insight into the thought, life, prayer, 
theology, and spirituality of Jesus. Through reflections, group 
discussions, communal dinners, and prayers, this six-week series 
will lead us not only to a deeper understanding of the Lord’s prayer 
but also give us deeper insights into the heart of Jesus. This has 
implications for Christian discipleship today. 

Days: Fridays of Lent (February 20, 27; March 6, 13, 20, 27) 
Dinner included
Time: 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Location: MSH in Immaculate Conception Church
Participants: All are welcome. $10 Registration required. Only 120 
seats available. 
Register: icparishdayton.org/events

Lenten Bible Study
All are invited to join us for 
“Angels in the Bible”, 
a Little Rock Scripture Study, for 
six weeks.

Our study will be offered two 
different times:
• Holy Angels, Tuesdays, 

7:00 pm, beginning February 24
• St. Anthony, Thursdays, 9:30 am, beginning 

February 26

There is a short video each session and then 
discussion. Cost of book $12. (Scholarship available) 

Register by February 16 at franphillips9150@gmail.
com or call St. Anthony office at 937.253.9132. 

FAITH FORMATION

Confirmation Service 
Project Days
There will be two 
Confirmation Service Project 
Days open to all students in 
our family of parishes:
• Saturday, February 21 at 

St. Helen from 9:00-11:00 am. Please contact Deb 
Danner at 937-254-62323 or deb.danner@sthelenparish.org 
to register.

• Saturday, February 28, from 9:00-11:30am at Holy 
Angels School gym. In the spirit of Matthew 25:35-40, 
we will be conducting a clothing and canned food drive 
and making Easter cards for those in prison. Please contact 
Katy Dalrymple at kdalrymple@holyangelsdayton.org to 
register your Confirmation student. 

WORSHIP, SACRAMENTS, &  PRAYER

Save the Date: Lenten Retreats
Men’s Lenten Retreat
Saturday, March 7th, 8:00 am–1:00 pm
St. Anthony Rectory & Church
RSVP by March 5th
https://tinyurl.com/MensLentRetreat2026

Women’s Lenten Retreat
Saturday, March 14th
8:30 am–12:00 pm
St. Anthony Rectory and Church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Open House
You’re invited to open houses at our schools for the 2026-27 school year.

Immaculate Conception School Open House
Thursday, February 12 , 6:00-7:30 pm

Call the school office at 937.253.8831 for more information.

St. Helen School Open House
Thursday, February 26 , 6:00-8:00 pm

Call the school office at 937.256.1761 for more information.

SCHOOLS

IC Food Pantry
Wednesday, February 25,
6:00-7:00 pm, Immaculate
Conception School parking lot (enter through the drive
between the church and the school)

IC Food Pantry’s goal is to serve both the parish
community and the Belmont Neighborhood
through a mobile meal program (groceries for
neighbors in need) every third Wednesday of the
month. All are welcome!

LOVE IN ACTION

St. Vincent de Paul Shelter Meals &
Food Donations
St. Helen
This weekend there are casserole pans and recipe
for a simple sausage casserole, in the church
vestibule. St. Helen parishioners provide food for the St.
Vincent de Paul Hotel meal on the fourth Sunday of each
month. Canned fruit and brownies are also needed. Please
help with this important ministry as we perform the Corporal
Work of Mercy of Feeding the Hungry. This is a great way for
students to gain service hours as they apply their faith to action.
Holy Angels: “Chuck Wagon” Sign up on February 8
Reach out to those in need who reside at the St. Vincent de
Paul Shelter. Signup sheets are in the back of the church. You
can contribute by preparing a casserole, bringing canned goods,
fresh fruit, or cookies. Meals/donations must be dropped off at
the Holy Angels sacristy entrance (door by the parking lot) on
Friday, February 13 between 7:15 & 10:30 am.

Praying at the Butler
County Detention
Center
Archbishop Casey has
invited groups from our archdiocese to pray at
the Butler County Detention Center as a sign
of our solidarity with the immigrants who are
being detained at this facility. We would like to
invite others to join our Bread of Life Family
of Parishes Social Justice ministry to join us at
a prayer event on Saturday March 7th. We will
meet all participants in the south parking lot at
Immaculate Conception Parish at 9:30 am, and
then carpool down to the detention center. We will
spend about 45 minutes in prayer and song outside
the detention center and then travel back and
arrive at the Immaculate Conception parking area
around 12:30. Please be mindful that we will be
standing outdoors, so come dressed and prepared
for the occasion. Because this is not a protest but
a prayerful act of concern and compassion, we
ask that no one bring any signs. If you would like
further information about this event, you can reach
out to the following email address: bolcsjdayton@
gmail.com.

Clothing and Canned Food Drive
As part of a Confirmation service project,
there will be a clothing and canned food drive
benefiting St. Vincent de Paul on February 28
from 9:30-11:00am. Donations will be accepted
at Holy Angels School Gym. Clothing must be clean and either
new or gently used. Think of us as you’re doing pantry and
closet cleanouts!

Matthew 25: 35 and 40:
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you
clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited
me.”

For more information, please contact Katy Dalrymple at
kdalrymple@holyangelsdayton.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Lunch Bunch Ladies!
Immaculate Conception
Thursday, February 12 at 12:30 pm at Olive Garden (Fairfield)

Join us for our next lunch! This group is open to all ladies.
No need to RSVP, just come! Questions? Contact Shirley at
937.344.1845.

2026 Catholic
Ministries
Appeal (CMA)
Archbishop Casey
sends his thanks to
everyone from Bread
of Life/ Pan de Vida Family of Parishes
who has pledged to the 2026 Catholic
Ministries Appeal. If you have not
yet made your pledge, please consider
doing so this week. More than anyone in the world,
the Catholic Church teaches, feeds, and heals. In our
local community, this happens through the Catholic
Ministries Appeal.

You will find extra pledge envelopes in the back of
Church for your convenience this weekend. To make
an online donation, please visit CatholicAOC.org/
CMA. Thank you!

MilestoneWedding
Recognition on
Valentines Day
Weekend!
St. Anthony & Holy Angels
If you are celebrating a milestone wedding
anniversary in 2026 of 25, 40, 50, 60 years or more,
there will be a special recognition at Holy Angels
and St. Anthony Masses Feb 14th and 15th.

Please contact Clare Thielen at clarethielen@gmail.
com with the following information: the Mass you
will attend that weekend, the name of you and your
spouse, and which milestone anniversary you are
celebrating in 2026. We will have a small gift for you
at the Mass that weekend. Deadline to respond is
Sunday, Feb 8th.

NEWS&OPPORTUNITIES

Shrove Tuesday
St. Helen
Please join us at the St. Helen Campus of the Bread
of Life Family of Parishes on February 17, 2026 at
7:00 pm for Shrove Tuesday Evensong followed by
fellowship and snacks. If you would like to provide
your favorite Mardi Gras snack to share, please
contact Deb Danner at
deb.danner@sthelenparish.org or 937.254.6233.

Holy Angels PTO Fundraiser
at City Barbeque
Holy Angels PTO will be hosting a
fundraiser at City Barbeque (2001 E.
Dorothy Lane, Kettering, OH 45420) all day on Wednesday,
February 11. You can dine in the restaurant or use the code
GIVE when ordering online.

Collection for the Churches in Central and
Eastern Europe and Africa
Next week on Ash Wednesday, we will take up a
collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe
and the Church in Africa. These collections support
the Church in more than 25 European countries that
are still struggling to recover from former communist
rule, the building of the capacity of a growing Church in
Africa, communities in Europe that are affected by the
war in Ukraine, and pastoral projects that foster lasting
peace and reconciliation across the African continent
often marked by division and tension. Please prayerfully
consider how you can support the collections next week.
You can find more information at www.usccb.org/ccee
and www.usccb.org/africa. iGiveCatholic also accepts
funds for this collection if you prefer to donate online.
Go to www.igivecatholic.org.

With Gratitude
Please help us in expressing our appreciation to the
Facility teams at each campus for all the long hours
they put in to ensure our parking lots and walkways
were cleared, after the big snowfall. Their dedication
to our parishes is greatly appreciated!
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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STAFF

Clergy
Fr. Satish Joseph, Pastor
satishjoseph@icparishdayton.org
937.252.9919 ext. 206
Fr. Len Wenke, 
Parochial Vicar
fr.len.wenke@gmail.com
937.253.9132 ext. 8

St. Anthony: 937.253.9132; Holy Angels: 937.229.5911
Denise Young, Parish Manager
dyoung@stanthonydayton.org
Sue Jenkins, Administrative Assistant
sjenkins@stanthonydayton.org
Amy Gray, Music Minister & Liturgy
agray@holyangelsdayton.org
Katy Dalrymple, Family Faith Formation Coordinator
kdalrymple@holyangelsdayton.org
Laurie Chappars, Sacramental Records
lchappars@holyangelsdayton.org

St. Helen: 937.254.6233
Mel McWilliams, Parish Manager
extension 302, mel.mcwilliams@sthelenparish.org
Deb Danner, Coordinator for Religious Education & 
Pastoral Associate for Liturgy
extension 306, deb.danner@sthelenparish.org
Jodi Nix, Music Minister
music.ministry@sthelenparish.org
Linda Dillon, Office Assistant
office@sthelenparish.org
Gayle Hirsch, Finance Manager
extension 304, gayle.hirsch@sthelenparish.org
Chris Stemley, Facilities Manager
extension 103, cstemley@sainthelenschool.org

Immaculate Conception: 937.252.9919
Deb Bauer, Parish Manager
ext. 204, debbauer@icparishdayton.org
Martha Lombard, Administrative Assistant
ext. 202, martha.lombard@icparishdayton.org
Will Marsh, Liturgy & Family Evangelization
ext. 208, willmarsh@icparishdayton.org
Rachael Griggs, Faith Formation
ext. 209, rachaelgriggs@icparishdayton.org
Madeleine Demetriades, Music Minister
ext. 210, madeleinedemetriades@icparishdayton.org
Sonia Trejo, Hispanic Ministry
ext. 205, soniatrejovalerio@icparishdayton.org
Mary Alice Ordonez, Hispanic Ministry
ext. 219, maryaliceordonez@icparishdayton.org
Heidi Acuña, Hispanic Ministry
ext. 205, heidiacuna@icparishdayton.org

St. Mary: 937.256.5633
Brian Burcham, Parish and Facilities Manager
bburcham@stmarydayton.org
Anita Wagner, Administrative Assistant
awagner@stmarydayton.org
Leticia Castillo, Hispanic Ministry
mlcastillo@stmarydayton.org
Jeff Hecht, Music Minister
Will Marsh, Liturgy
willmarsh@icparishdayton.org

Communication/Bulletin Announcements
Sr. Emily Sandoval FMI, Communication Coordinator
emilysandoval@icparishdayton.org
Please submit bulletin announcements at least 3 weeks prior to the 
publication date.

Becoming Catholic (OCIA)
Will Marsh: willmarsh@icparishdayton.org

Schools
Alana Campion, Principal of Holy Angels School
acampion@holyangelsdayton.org
Christine Walters, Principal of St. Helen School & 
Immaculate Conception School
cwalters@sainthelenschool.org or cwalters@icsdayton.org

Fr. Jose Benitez, 
Parochial Vicar
josebenitez@icparishdayton.org
Deacon Jon Danner
Deacon Mike Montgomery
Deacon Carlos Soto

Online Donations
St. Helen & Immaculate Conception: ParishSoft
• St. Helen: giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-790
• Immaculate Conception: giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-796

Holy Angels, St. Anthony, & St. Mary: WeShare Giving 
• St. Anthony: Go to, stanthonydayton.org: Online Giving tab (located on the right of 

the home page). 
• Holy Angels: Go to holyangelschurchdayton.org click on the GIVE tab and then 

click Sunday collection tab. 
• St. Mary’s: Go to stmarydayton.org and click on the WeShare icon on the home page.

STEWARDSHIP

Donation Envelope Exchange Policy
If you are a member of another parish & attend 
Mass here, we have an envelope exchange 
agreement. If you drop your donation envelope 
in the collection basket, we will see that your 
home parish receives your donation.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Lent 2026 in the Bread of Life/ Pan de Vida Family of Parishes

Stations of the Cross
• Thursdays, St. Anthony, 6:30 pm

Family Stations pf the Cross
• Monday, February 23, 2026, St. Helen, 6:30 pm
• Thursday, February 26, 2026, Holy Angels, 6:00 pm

Reconciliation (Communal Penance Service)
Tuesday March 24 at St. Anthony at 6:30pm

More Than a Prayer
A Lenten Series on the “Our Father”
Fridays of Lent (February 20, 27; March 6, 13, 20, 27)
6:30 – 8:00 pm at Immaculate Conception Church Basement
Registration: icparishdayton.org/events

Men’s & Women’s Retreats
Men’s Retreat: Saturday, March 7, 8:00 am–1:00 pm,
St. Anthony Rectory and Church, RSVP by March 5

Women’s Retreat: Saturday, March 14, 8:30 am–12:00 pm,
St. Anthony Rectory and Church

Lenten Bible Study: Angels in the Bible
• Holy Angels, Tuesday, 7:00 pm, beginning February 24
• St. Anthony, Thursday, 9:30 am, beginning February 26
Register by February 16

Lenten Discipleship Challenge
During Lent, you can sign up to receive daily
meditations written by parishioners from the
family of parishes in your email. To subscribe,
go to https://tinyurl.com/LentChallenge2026.

Tear at the dotted line and put on your refridgerator or bulletin board.

Lent Webpage Links

St. Anthony St. Helen Holy Angels Immaculate Conception St. Mary

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

WILLS   TRUSTS   ESTATES   PROBATE
WRONGFUL DEATH

1195D Meadow Bridge Drive (behind Kroger)

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990623
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990425
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26991125
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990196
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26993804
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990721
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26992925
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Contact

Scott Franz 
sfranz@diocesan.com

614-915-4118

YOURS TO EXPLORE

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990825
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990224
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990406
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26991525
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990521
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=26990321
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Dennis Brun, AAMSTM , 
AWMATM, CRPCM  
Independent Financial Advisor

Independent 
Advisors

John Woeste 
Independent Financial Advisor

www.woesteandbrun#nancialadvisors.com
Stifel Independent Advisors, LLC | Member SIPC & FINRA 

A subsidiary of Stifel Financial Corp. 

Helping you pursue  
your financial goals.

(937) 293-1220

Independent 
Advisors

(937) 293-1220

Techmetals is looking for dedicated and hard working team 

members to join our team. Techmetals offers: Competitive 

pay, benefits, 401K, profit sharing, training,

education reimbursement, and more.

Apply online by scanning the QR code:
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February 1, 2026 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

  

Greetings and prayerful best wishes at the beginning of a new year, which brings with it the hope of 

peace and prosperity for all. 

  

Unfortunately, however, these are increasingly divisive and disturbing times for our country and our 

world. Those who live on the margins of society are frightened. In particular, our immigrant brothers 

and sisters find themselves challenged and facing an uncertain future. The key question in a moment 

like this is, “Who are we?” We must remind ourselves of the fundamental importance of our being, 

recognizing that who we are can offer a counterpoint to what the world around us has become. 

  

All of humanity possesses a dignity given to us as God’s creation. Each of us, no matter our race, 

language, or creed, has been created in God’s image and likeness. Only with this conviction of our 

sacred and shared identity as God’s sons and daughters can we hope to boldly proclaim the possibility 

of peace amidst the uproar of these distressing times. 

  

As Christians, we profess a God who entered into our humanity and lived amidst the challenges of 

this world – as a refugee child fleeing his homeland, as an itinerant preacher without a home and 

dependent on others’ kindness, and as a misunderstood minister who was deemed a criminal and 

faced persecution and death on a cross. The life of Jesus challenges us to consider how we treat those 

who are refugees, those who are seeking a home, and those who are unjustly deemed criminals. 

  

Since its founding, this nation has been a refuge for those fleeing war, poverty, and persecution 

elsewhere in the world. “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe 

free,” our Statue of Liberty proclaims. Throughout its history, our nation has strived to recognize the 

dignity of human life and to care for the common good of our society. 

  

The Church, forming its members as faithful citizens of this nation, affirms the importance of laws that 

secure the safety and security of all who call this nation home. As such, the U.S. Catholic bishops 

recognize that a nation must have control of its borders and establish orderly processes for 

immigration. However, our immigration laws, legal processes, and systems must recognize and 

respect the God-given dignity of every person and serve to help us be one nation, under God, with 

liberty and justice for all.    

  

The blanket criminalization of migrants, together with the indiscriminate mass deportation of people, 

places our nation in crisis and does not serve the common good. For decades, the U.S. Catholic 

bishops have called for legislators to set aside partisan differences and work together toward the 

reform of our immigration laws. This call has greater urgency today. The common good demands 

Office of the Archbishop archbishop@catholicaoc.org 

513.263.6612 



 

more than simply discarding policies of the past. It calls for thoughtful plans that promote fairness in 

the immigration system as well as protect and strengthen our communities. 

  

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has become a home to many families seeking to escape poverty, 

violence, and persecution in their home countries. Families from Haiti, Venezuela, and elsewhere have 

been welcomed and have begun to contribute to their new home. Springfield, for example, has faced 

remarkable challenges in recent years, yet it has also created a promising future for itself by 

productively integrating migrant newcomers into its workforce, communities, churches, and schools. 

Mass deportation jeopardizes the unity of families and the stability of communities that have worked 

hard to integrate their new members. 

  

Along with my brother bishops, your pastors, and other Church leaders, I offer you my support and 

spiritual closeness as you navigate the way forward. May we never grow weary in our efforts to end 

the dehumanizing and demonizing rhetoric that seeks to overtake us. May we treat each other with 

the dignity and respect, mercy and compassion due our brothers and sisters. And may God bless us 

with the discipline to strive tirelessly to bring about justice for all. 

  

Profoundly grateful for all those who advance the principles of life, dignity, and the common good, I 

join with all people of goodwill in a commitment to continued prayer and action that promotes peace 

and seeks prosperity for all. 

  

In Christ, 
 

             

Most Reverend Robert G. Casey 

Archbishop of Cincinnati 
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