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First Sunday of Advent *

PASTORAL STAFF & LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Fr. Francis Tandoh, C.S.Sp.
pastor@stmarydayton.org; pastor@unitedinhope.org
Hispanic Chaplain: Fr. Ariel Pico Rincon
Deacons: Kenneth Stewart (SA); William Saluke (SM)
Music Ministers:
[SA]: Denise Jasek
denisejasek@gmail.com
[SB] Myrtle Miliner
[SM] Kathy Maresca
kmaresca@woh.rr.com
Parish Administrators:
[SA] Fran Delegato
[SB] Janice Kwofie
admin@unitedinhope.org
[SM] Mark Bruggeman,
mbruggeman@stmarydayton.org
Admin. Assistants:
[SA] Sylvia Hess
[SM] Anita Wagner
awagner(@stmarydayton.org
[SM] Bookkeeper: Fran Delegato
Regional Council Presidents:
Chair: Ken Marcellus Vice: Bonnie Doepker
Dayton Hispanic Ministry:
Director: Mary Alice Ordofiez
Admin. Assistant: Maria Leticia Castillo
Prayer Chains, Sacrament of the Sick
Weddings, Baptisms, RCIA/RCIC
Call the offices 937-256-5633, 937-268-6697

REGION ONE LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
[SA] St. Augustine [SB] St. Benedict [SM] St. Mary
Dec 3 6pm (St. Francis Xavier) [SM] Spanish Mass
Dec4 6pm [SM] Spanish Mass
Dec 6 8m (St. Nicholas) [SM] SM Parishioners
Dec7 8am (St. Ambrose) [SM] SM Parishioners
Dec 8 The Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary
4:30 [SB] SB Parishioners
4:30pm [SM] George & Rodie Brun
Dec 9 7am [SM] Spanish Mass
8:15am [SA] Peter Shears, Jr. (Birthday)
9:45am [SM] Eleanor Wolf Eppard, Raleigh Parker
I1am [SB] SB Parishioners
1:15pm [SM] Spanish Mass

THIS WEEK'S EVENTS PASTORAL REGION ONE:
[SA] St. Augustine [SB] St. Benedict; [SM] St. Mary

Mon 11/26 Prayer mtg 11am SB

7pm Fellowship of Work SM
Wed 11/28 7pm Bible Study SB
Sun 12/2 Bible Study 10:45am SMC

Coffee & Donuts 10:45am SMC
St. Ann mtg 10:45am SMC

Pastor's Corner.

Today we begin the holy season of Advent — the
season of hope. Yes, we are in the holiday mood and the
commercialization of the season does not always help us
to reflect on the deeper realities. Yet, the scripture
readings are unceasingly inviting us to go deeper. |
would like to suggest some ways to make this advent

meaningful.
1. Pondering Hope! Today’s first reading and
the gospel carry two realities — the ‘existing

imperfections’ coupled with ‘what could be.” Jeremiah,
in the light of the existing infidelities and injustices
prophecies about the days when justice and right will
reign. “The Lord is our justice,” he proclaimed. In the
gospel reading, Jesus, as he describes the last days, says,
“But when these things begin to happen, stand erect and
raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.”
These readings describe life as we know it. On the one
hand, sin, death, illness, wuncertainty, broken
relationships, selfishness, injustice, violence and a
million other imperfections plague us. On the other
hand, our hope never fades. Jesus Christ is our hope!
No other event in the history of the universe brings us the
kind of hope that Jesus did. He did not come to a perfect
world for wait for the world to be perfect. Rather, he
embraced our imperfections. In the manger and on the
cross Jesus taught us that no matter how dark things
might become around us, hope never fades. There is
tomorrow. There is eternity. | suggest that this advent
more than anything else, we connect deeply with Jesus
who is our hope.

2. Hope Comes from Love. Paul says to the
Thessalonians: “May the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all...” Paul, like
you and I knew the power of love! He, like you and I,
knew that God’s abounding love at Christmas and on the
cross is the very reason for our hope. Today, Paul urges
us to let Christ-like love increase and abound so that
hope may abound. In the midst of all the imperfection,
like Christ, let love increase and abound. I invite you to
25 days of love; 25 days without hate, resentment,
unrighteous anger; 25 days of forgiveness, reconciliation
and peace; 25 days of bringing love to the grieving, the
poor, the lonely, the hungry, the distressed and
overburdened! If we can commit these 25 days to
increasing and abounding Christ-like love, then we will
also increase and abound hope.

May our participation in the Eucharist strengthen
our hope — the home that comes from the long-awaited
Jesus. Amen Fr. Satish Joseph
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PRAY FOR OUR PARISH

MILITARY MEMBERS

TSgt Timothy Scott Marcum, USAF; SSgt Justin Bentley, USAF;
SrA Matthew Bauer, USAF; CPT Brian Hargis, US Army; SSG
Lynn Jones, US Army; Saundra Ann Morrell, USN; Ronald
Morrell Pruitt, US Army, Capt. Andrew J. Konicki, USMC.; SSgt
Christopher DeWitt, USAF, Sgt Alex Zavakas, US Army, US
Army; PFC Michael V. Jackson, US Army, PVT Corey Taylor,
US Army, Com. Ryan Jonathan Logan, USN, SGT Stephanie
Lewis, US Army, SrA Candice Smith, USAF, EOD3 Aaron R.
Gorby, USN; Davion A. Redd, USCG, SSgt Jennifer Wagner,
USAF, LCpl Jacob Deis, USMC, Dwight Stout GM1, USN.

MEMBERSHIP IN OUR PARISHES

A “Hearty Welcome” to all new members. Please
call the church offices 268-6697 (St. Benedict) 256-5633
(St. Mary) or 855-2289 (St. Augustine) to register. Please
notify the offices when moving or of any change in address.
This will help us update our census information.

ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH NEWS

ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL/PARISH NEWS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS Nov 25
ST. BENEDICT: See Next Week

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS Nov 25
ST. AUGUSTINE: See Next Week

ST. AUGUSTINE MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Dec 9 Lectors: JoAnne Vincent, Steve Mersch
Eucharistic Ministers: Ken Stewart, Jeff & Sandy Bruns,
Frank Kozarec, Tim Stueve, Mary Hickle, Marie & Randy Klotz
Ushers & Greeters: Don Hoog, Richard Dillon, Ray Metzger
Servers: Anthony Valenti, Case Kozarec, Sophia DeVillez

Thank you to the ladies who put the beautiful
flowers in church every Sunday.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Bishop Robert Barron’s Pivotal Players has begun
at St. Augustine. It will run on the 1% and 3" Wednesdays
of the month for about 6 months. All are welcome to at-

tend. To sign up or get more information, contact Deacon
Ken or Susie Stewart at 937-687-4043.

PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-INS
Please keep in your prayers our shut-ins: June
Helmers, Jim Witt, Toni Moore, Don Philhower.

LOOKING FOR TIES
If you have long ties that you no longer have a
use for, St. Augustine has an idea to make a quilt out
of those ties. A box will be displayed by the front
door where you can make that donation. We thank
you and will keep you posted about this project.
Thanks, again

ST. BENEDICT MINISTRY SCHEDULE
DEC 9 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Ist Reader: Jim Lorow; 2nd Reader: Kathy Garrison;
Petitions: Perry Taylor; Ushers: Diane Charles, Gayle
Ingram, Juanita Newell, Maurice Ellicott
Extraordinary Ministers — Rita Ellicott, Sharon Hairston,
Carolyn Day, Derek Arnold (R); Kim Brown, Hazel
Rountree, Victor O’Basuyi, Mary O’Basuyi, Emmett Orr

L)

K T
&@- :‘.;;.
fy e
R J
e

PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED SICK of SB

In our prayers, let us remember those in need of the
Lord’s healing mercy, especially: Andrew Lewis, Brenda
Lewis, Mae Wilkerson, Kenneth Bronston, Zadie Buckner,
Mary Helen Spanish, Phyllis Coley, Lora Singleton, Jessie
Campbell, Betty Jones, Pat Bell, Janis Lowery, Myrtle
Truitt, Susie Roberts, Bobbie Caldwell, Marilyn
Armstrong, Angelina Martin, Ralph Reid, Clark Taylor,
Nancy Green, Gregory Webster, Sr., Robert Florence,
Laura. Hayes, Deacon Jacob Jernigan.
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IN THE NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING
FROM ST. BENEDICT AND ST. MARY PARISHES
Eddie Weaver Mary Scott

Mary Paschal Southbrook Care Center

Roberta Hickman Heartland of Kettering

Joseph Clements Maria Joseph
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR

Altar flowers on Nov. 24 were made possible by
the generous donation of Mr. and Mrs. Orr in loving
memory of the deceased family members of the Orr and
Watson Family.
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ST. MARY PARISH NEWS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS Nov 25
ST. MARY: Thanks to a donor who wishes to
remain anonymous for their $1500 donation to the
AC Fund.

ST. MARY MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Dec 8 4:30pm

[S] Ginny Himes

[L] Bonnie Doepker, Mary Galloway

[E] Debbie Hoover, Delora Michel, Jackson & Terry
Stanard
Dec 9 9:45am

[S] Leo Campbell

[L] Julie Moorman, Russ Willoughby

[E] Tom Drerup, Rita Long, Julie Moorman, Helen
Saluke

ROSARY RECITATION
Every Saturday before the 4:30pm mass we
will be reciting the rosary beginning at 4:10 in honor
of our Blessed Mother Won’t you come early to join
us in this beautiful prayer?

WE NEED YOU
If anyone is interested in becoming a Eucharis-
tic Minister to please contact Sabrina Furlow at 937-
912-5026 or tproperty@aol.com.

2018 CARING TREE
LEE g
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The Caring Tree is now up and hearts are waiting
for the taking. There are still a few hearts on the tree and
we have less than 2 weeks left to get all our families
adopted. Remember to attach the heart on your wrapped
gift. Gifts need to be returned no later than Sunday,
December 9. We are still in need of $10 Kroger gift
cards. You can drop them in the collection, or drop them
off at the parish office. We will be accepting them until
Dec. 15 and 16.

2019 COLLECTION ENVELOPES
IMPORTANT NEWS!!

St. Mary has made a MAJOR change in the
2019 collection envelopes this year. Your 2019
collection envelopes will now be MAILED to your
homes. The envelopes will be sent to you on a
quarterly basis. They are being sent to the addresses
we currently have on file. We get this information
from you, so if you don’t receive your 2019 envelopes
in time to begin using them for the new year,
PLEASE contact the office to make sure that we have
your current address. We can make changes during
the year if your information changes. Thank You!
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ST ANN’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY
APPRECIATION DINNER

The Annual Holiday Appreciation Dinner for active
members of the St Ann’s Society will be held on Thursday,
December 20, 2018 at Figlio Wood Fired Pizza on 424 E
Stroop Rd at 6:00 pm. You may come individually or bring
your spouse or guest. Please email or call Karen Weller at
karewell@aol.com or 937-254-6615 before Dec 13 to
secure your reservation. The first 25 reservations will be
honored.
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ST. MARY FOOD PANTRY
REPORT OCTOBER 2018

Food Given: 317 families = 839 individuals
Clothing vouchers: 8 families = 21 people
Utility Help: $801.75
Additional food purchases $2822
Non-food items purchased: $853
Volunteer hours 540

Please remember these areas of need when you use
your St. Vincent envelopes each month. No donation is too
small. Thank you for keeping us in your prayers. Thank
you also for your generous support of the St. Vincent De-
Paul ministry at St. Mary Church.

ADVENT CHALLENGE

Spend an extra 15 minutes
in prayer for all those who
will be alone this year.

Pray that a good steward

will give of themselves to

ease the pain of solitude _
and loneliness.”

OTHER AREA NEWS
NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE

Each year, the National Night of Prayer for Life
takes place from 9:00 p.m., December 8 until 1:00 a.m.,
December 9, bridging the Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion and the anniversary of the appearance of Our Lady of
Guadalupe (patroness of the unborn). The National Prayer
for Life is one means of responding to Our Lady’s call to
pray the rosary for peace, which includes leading our nation
away from a culture of death and toward respect for all life
from conception until natural death. Please join this nation-
al effort by praying the rosary (a full 20 decades if you are
able), sometime between 9pm, Friday, December 8 and
lam, Saturday, December 9. Learn more at
https://sites.google.com/site/nationalnightofprayerforlife/in
dex.

BASEBALL CLINIC
. ~7

Bishop Fenwick Baseball is offering a one-day
clinic for students in grades 3 through 8. This clinic will
focus onareas of hitting, fielding, pitching and
catching. Clinic instructors will include members of the
Fenwick baseball coaching staff along with current and
former players. Clinic participants should bring their own
bat, batting helmet and glove along with any other
equipment related to their position. Gym or turf shoes only,
baseball pants recommended. To register, please contact
Coach Stratton at strattc8@gmail.com or call Becky Konz,
Athletic Office Administrative Assistant, at 513-423-
0724 with your information.

1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Week' 1

The Advent wreath is a part of our long-
standing Catholic tradition. By the Middle Ages,
Christians adapted this tradition and used Advent
wreaths as part of their spiritual preparation for
Christmas. After all, Christ is “the Light that
came into the world” to dispel the darkness of sin
and to radiate the truth and love of God.

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is
beautiful.  The wreath is made of various
evergreens, signifying continuous life. The circle
of the wreath, which has no beginning or end,
symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of
the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ.
The wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality
of our soul and the new, everlasting-life promised
to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the
Father, who entered our world becoming true man
and who was victorious over sin and death
through His own passion, death and resurrection.

The four candles represent the four weeks
of Advent. A tradition is that each week
represents one thousand year, to sum up the
4000yearsfrom Adam and Eve until the birth of
the Saviour. Three candles are purple and one is
rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize
the prayer, penance and a preparatory sacrifices
and good works undertaken at this time. The rose
candle is lit on the 3rdSunday, Gaudete Sunday,
when the priest also wears rose vestments.

First Sunday of Advent *

Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing,
because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint
of Advent, when their preparation is now half over
and they are close to Christmas.

The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding
our Lord’s first coming into the world and the
anticipation of His second coming to judge the
living and the dead.

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER FOR THE
FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

Bestir, O Lord, Thy might, we pray thee
and come; that, defended by Thee, we may
deserve rescue from approaching dangers brought
on by our sins, and being set free by Thee, obtain
our salvation. Who livest and reignest, with God
the Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God,
world without end. Amen.

AN EXPLANATION OF THE
ADVENT WREATH PRAYER FOR THE
FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

We begin this first week of Advent by
asking Christ to come, to set us free from our sins
and from the punishment that we deserve. The
trials and tribulations of this world are "brought
on" by "our sins"; but we speak here collectively,
of the sins of mankind, from the fall of Adam and
Eve on, and not of particular dangers that are
direct punishment for our personal sins. Christ
offers us salvation from our personal sins, and
heals the world of the damage brought on by our
collective sins.
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Celebrating Our 49th Year
Asphalt Restoratio

Houser Asphalt &Concrete

Residential & Commercial
937-223-9207 800-319-11114
www.houserasphaltconcrete.com

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN!

Sign up to have our weekly parish
bulletin emailed to you at
www.parishesonline.com

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

= Full Time Position with

. Benefits

+ Sales Experience Preferrad

* Paid Training

= Overnight Travel Required

» Expense Reimbursement
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CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

OPEN 7 DAYS
LUNCH & DINNER

THIS AD (2 IN MEMORY OF & IN GRATITUDE
TO MY PARENTS, FRANCIS & FRANCES HEMMERT

OWNED & OPERATED BY
WILLIAM HEMMERT FAMILY
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SPREAD THE WORD

A Thriving, Vibrant Community Matters

SUPPUET OUR ADVERTISERS

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

Contact Terry Sweeney to place an ad today!
tsweeney@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6407

Lee C. Falke Attorney at Law

Falke & Dunphy, LLC

30 Wyoming St.

937-222-3000 Fax: 937-222-1414
St. Anthony Alum
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PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE

MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM
95/MO A2
$29.
CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772

BILLED QUARTERLY
WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

Belmonl coleriag

“Be a guest at your own party”
Serving the Dayton Area
for Over 30 Years
937-253-2197
www.belmontcatering.com
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